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the ideals of freedom, justice, liberty, limitation of wants, the
simple joys of the domestic hearth. Thus was the * decadence *
of the age to be checked. Lavater, who was a pastor at Zurich,
was a friend of Pestalozzi.
In 1768 Pestalozzi set up in business as a market-gardener
at Neuhof, on the plain of Birr, built a house, married, and
had a family. After seven years he was making no success of
the business. It was then that Pestalozzi converted his house
and land into a school for poor children, about thirty, between
the ages of four and nineteen. The children worked in the
field as well as in the classroom, and so were to earn the means
for the upkeep of the school. They were to be brought up
* according to nature/ in liberty regulated by the teacher's
wisdom; they were to be taught to feel in their heart the reality
of God; their instruction was to be physical and moral, as
well as intellectual; and training in agriculture and some kinds
of industrial craftsmanship was to be supplied. As the poor
pupils earned their * keep,' the school was not a charity.
Pestalozzi was against the benevolent institutions which " gave a
poor man a loaf which he had not earned." Such was the Neuhof
experiment. It was successful in the sense that the children
increased in weight and in mental capacity and took on a cheer-
ful manner; but their labours as market-gardeners could not pay
for the school. After five years (1780) Pestalozzi had to give it
up. He was evidently a poor man of business and not much of a
farmer. His wife fell ill, but a devoted servant took charge of
the whole household and carried on the market-gardening too.
For eighteen years there was ik> more attempt at teaching.
The market-garden just supported the family. The untidy
Pestalozzi (he was always badly dressed) was reflecting and
occasionally putting pen to paper. Gradually he wrote out a
novel, a typical product of eighteenth-century romanticism,
long, sentimental, philosophical, with charming pictures of
the countryside. It was published in four volumes, the last
appearing in 1787, and was called Lienhard imd Gertnttt—
the story of the regeneration of a feeble husband by his wife,
and of a backward village by the humane proprietor.

